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SYNOPSIS		
	
Six Locked Doors: The Legacy of Cocoanut Grove examines the story behind the deadliest nightclub fire in 

American history.  On November 28, 1942, the Cocoanut Grove nightclub was the swankiest place 

in Boston, Massachusetts, attracting socialites, athletes, celebrities and World War II army and navy 

personnel. With double the allowed occupants, locked doors, flammable materials and a host of 

other deadly conditions, the fire left 492 people dead. Six Locked Doors explores how corruption, 

greed and a former Jewish, gangster-run speakeasy led to an unimaginable tragedy. The film features 

interviews with survivors who have never before spoken on camera and showcases an extensive 

archive collection of photos, and unreleased vintage footage. A tragedy of enormous historical 

significance, the Cocoanut Grove fire set the standards for modern day fire codes, led to major 

changes in medicine, and resulted in the first conviction of involuntary manslaughter.  

LOGLINE	
	
Six Locked Doors explores the events leading up to the deadliest nightclub fire in American history 

on November 28, 1942 at the Cocoanut Grove nightclub in Boston, Massachusetts, and the ensuing 

consequences of a tragedy that left 492 people dead. 
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PRODUCTION	CREDITS	
Director/Producer/Writer 

Producer 
Director of Photography 

Music 
Editor  

Assistant Editor 
Additional Editors 

Associate Producer/Archival Consultant 
Production Manager 

Camera Operator 

Zachary Graves-Miller 
Michelle Shapiro / Casco Productions 
Zach Lanoue 
Oovra Music 
Ty Flowers 
Chris Malenfant 
Chris Salerno, Joseph Travers 
Heather Merrill 
Lexie Roth 
Gabe Hurwitz 
 

Survivors appearing in the film  John Rizzo 
Joyce Spector 
Marshall Code 
John Hayman 
 

Special thanks to others appearing in the film Rikki Klieman 
Kevin Cullen 
Ray Flynn 
Dr. Matthias Donelan  
Dr. Kenneth Marshall 

 Paul Christian 
Jay Fleming 
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Director	Zachary	Graves-Miller	with	interview	subject	John	Hayman	

	

ABOUT	THE	FILMMAKERS	
Zachary Graves-Miller, PRODUCER/DIRECTOR/WRITER  

Zach Graves-Miller is an independent documentary film director and producer releasing his first 

feature documentary film “Six Locked Doors: The Legacy of Cocoanut Grove” in the winter of 

2019. A Boston, Massachusetts’s native, Zach graduated from Westfield State University, studying 

film and literature. He co-directed his first documentary short “A Respectable Routine” about 

Westfield State maintenance workers, and went on to direct “Agent Orange”, which was shot in 

Vietnam. He has worked with award- winning filmmakers as assistant director and associate 

producer, including director Alan Tomlinson, John Curran on “Chappaquiddick,” and for LA 

Roma Films´ documentary “Boston". While working for New York’s PBS station, THIRTEEN, 

as a cinematographer, Zach had the chance to document visual artist JR and the New York City 

Ballet Project at Lincoln Center. These projects have helped him further hone his skills in 

documentary filmmaking and develop a personal style.  
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MICHELLE SHAPIRO, PRODUCER  

Michele Shapiro was previously the head of Public Relations for McLaren Automotive in North 

America and worked at Conde Nast (Vanity Fair and Glamour). She has raced cars across the 

Sahara and competed in a trans-continental rally across Asia and Europe. Six Locked Doors is a 

personal project for her. Her grandfather, Frank Shapiro, not only helped pull people from the 

burning Cocoanut Grove, he was also appointed as the lawyer for the victims. 

ZACK LANOUE, DIRECTOR OF PHOTOGRAPHY 

Zacharie Violette Lanoue is a freelance cameraman and multi-media artist. His life is dedicated to 

making the unseen visible, with elegance and innovation. Graduating from The School of the 

Museum of Fine Arts, Boston in 2011 with a combined focus in photography, video, printmaking 

and painting. Refining a love for multiple mediums by combining them together and developing 

bodies of related works, Zacharie is setting himself up for a lifetime of creating, exploring and 

inventing.  

TY FLOWERS, EDITOR   

Ty Flowers is a documentary filmmaker, video artist, and musician. He grew up in Fort Lauderdale, 

Florida and attended the University of Florida in Gainesville. He has shot and edited Television 

programs for The History Channel, Science, National Geographic, Discovery, A&E, and the Travel 

Channel. His work has been exhibited at or been featured in Spin Magazine, Pitchfork, Stereogum, 

NPR, Noisey, and New York Live Arts. In 2015, he completed Time Simply Passes, his first feature 

film. 
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SUBJECTS/SURVIVORS	

	

John Heyman 

"Just about the time I was ready to come out BANG 
the firemen broke open that door... We walked around 
that place to the main street, got in a taxi and went to 
the hospital!" 

 

 

   John Rizzo 

"I got the lady in my arms and the guy on my back. I see an 
alley and traffic.. we went down the alley and all three of 
us fell." 

 

 

   Joyce Spector 

"Now it was dark and he sad to light a match in order to 
see... It was all like crepe paper and that’s when the place 
went up." 

 

 

   Marshall Cole 

"All of a sudden there was a big ball of smoke with sparks 
and flames coming up and you could feel the heat... 
Reality set in. I better get out of here fast!" 
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FILM	SPECS	
Running time: 68:55  

Aspect ratio: 16x9 (1.78) 

Sound format: Stereo 

Picture: color and black and white 

Shooting format: HDV and 2K 

 

GENERAL	INFORMATION	
sixlockeddoors@gmail.com 

	
PUBLICITY		
sixlockeddoors@gmail.com 
 

SOCIAL	MEDIA	
Facebook 
Instagram 
 
 
 

 


